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The Tropics in geographical and astronomical terms simply refers to the area between the tropics of Capricorn and 
Cancer Tropical Medicine as a discipline however whose origins date back at least to the age of exploration remains ill 
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defined and encompasses a wealth of different medical specialties and scientific areas forming altogether the highly 
dynamic field of Medicine in the Tropics The Tropencentrum within Infectious Diseases Tropical Medicine and AIDS 
a About the Author Martin Peter Grobusch is Professor of Tropical Medicine at the Academic Medical Center of the 
University of Amsterdam He previously held the Chair of Infectious Diseases at the University of the Witwatersrand 
in Johannesburg South Africa and 
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